[image: image1.png]



Dear Student,

First and foremost, we are so excited that you are interested in going to Colombia to learn about their culture and to learn about our work with Plan Padrino.  We here at the YMCA Center for Civic Engagement could not be more excited about this opportunity and confident at the great experience this will provide.  

We plan on traveling during the June.  The exact dates will be made as we move along with the selection process and see when students will be able to attend.  We will go for 8-12 days to Colombia in order to visit the communities that our service project, Plan Padrino, aids.  We will stay in both Bogotá and Ibague in hotels and/or home stays.  You, as the student participant, will be responsible for all costs (estimated about $1700 for hotel, food, activities, and flight). As is the policy of the YMCA, if scholarship money is needed, an attempt will be made to assist in this effort although it is not guaranteed.  There will be at two chaperones attending with the students.  One of the chaperones, Mr. Jim Fitzpatrick, has visited Ibague and Bogota several times and is personal friends with the Y International Director in Bogota and with the head of the Y in Ibague.  The other chaperone, CCE’s Associate Director Allison Gossett, has also been to Colombia on our previous Plan Padrino Trip.
Because we plan on taking 2 students on this trip and had many students sign up with interest, and because we want you to reflect on why you would come on this trip, below are two essay questions that you should answer in 300 to 700 words.   In addition, there are a couple of other short answer questions.  Please do your best in answering these questions.  They will be the primary means by which we choose the students that go.  Note: You do not have to speak Spanish to attend.  By completing these essays, you are not guaranteed a spot to attend nor are you guaranteeing that you will be able to attend if accepted.  We simply ask that as step one in this process, you will complete these essays.  

Please turn in these essays along with your name, address, e-mail, and main contact phone number by October 28th to Allison Gossett at allisongossett@tennesseecce.org.     Participants will be interviewed at the Model United Nations conferences and chosen and announced by November 25th.  We will then move onto the process of obtaining the necessary information to travel.  If you or your parents or guardians should have any questions during this process, please fill free to e-mail Allison or call her at 615.400.2672.   

Sincerely,

Susan Moriarty

 Allison Gossett

 Jim Fitzpatrick
Executive Director

Associate Director

Plan Padrino Liaison 
Cell 615-482-1857

Cell 615.400.2672

Please complete this information to the best of your ability.  All answers to short answers and essay questions will be used to evaluate who will be attending the trip.

Student Information

Student Name:____________________________________________   Gender: M/ F

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:____________________________________________

Student home phone _______________________________________

Student cell phone _________________________________________

Parent or Guardian name:__________________________________________________

Parent of Guardian e-mail:_________________________________________________

Parent home phone _____________________

Parent work phone _____________________

Parent cell phone ______________________

Questions

Short Answer:

Have you ever traveled abroad before? If so, where and why?

Do you speak Spanish?

Essay Questions.  These questions are to be answered in 300 to 700 words. 

Why do you want to go to Colombia with the Center for Civic Engagement?

What do you expect to gain from this experience?
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