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Background & Functions of the Security Council 

 
The Security Council has primary responsibility, under the Charter, for the maintenance of 
international peace and security. It is so organized as to be able to function continuously, and a 
representative of each of its members must be present at all times at United Nations Headquarters. 
When a complaint concerning a threat to peace is brought before it, the Council's first action is 
usually to recommend to the parties to try to reach agreement by peaceful means. In some cases, 
the Council itself undertakes investigation and mediation. It may appoint special representatives 
or request the Secretary-General to do so or to use his good offices. It may set forth principles for 
a peaceful settlement.  
 
When a dispute leads to fighting, the Council's first concern is to bring it to an end as soon as 
possible. On many occasions, the Council has issued cease-fire directives which have been 
instrumental in preventing wider hostilities. It also sends United Nations peace-keeping forces to 
help reduce tensions in troubled areas, keep opposing forces apart and create conditions of calm 
in which peaceful settlements may be sought. The Council may decide on enforcement measures, 
economic sanctions (such as trade embargoes) or collective military action.  
 
A Member State against which preventive or enforcement action has been taken by the Security 
Council may be suspended from the exercise of the rights and privileges of membership by the 
General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council. A Member State which has 
persistently violated the principles of the Charter may be expelled from the United Nations by the 
Assembly on the Council's recommendation.  
 
A State which is a Member of the United Nations but not of the Security Council may participate, 
without a vote, in its discussions when the Council considers that that country's interests are 
affected. Both Members of the United Nations and non-members, if they are parties to a dispute 
being considered by the Council, are invited to take part, without a vote, in the Council's 
discussions; the Council sets the conditions for participation by a non-member State.  
 

The Functions and Powers of the Security Council 
 

Under the Charter, the functions and powers of the Security Council are: 
• to maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and 

purposes of the United Nations;  
• to investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction;  
• to recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement;  
• to formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments;  
• to determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to recommend 

what action should be taken;  
• to call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving the use 

of force to prevent or stop aggression;  
• to take military action against an aggressor;  
• to recommend the admission of new Members;  
• to exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in "strategic areas". 
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The changes made at previous Model UN conferences will still be in effect. These 
guidelines were very effective in ensuring that participants left conference with a sense 
that they had experienced informed discussion on a wide variety of issues facing the 
actual UNSC.  This year should see a continued interest in the less publicized issues 
facing the Security Council and more balanced participation by those selected to hold the 
fifteen seats of the Council.  The changes made last year are listed below: 
 
 

• Anyone running for Security Council President or Security Council 
Vice President MUST have at least one year of experience as a 
Security Council Delegate. (Service on the SC simultaneously in the 
election year is sufficient) 

 

• All Security Council Delegates MUST submit research about an issue 
previously facing the actual SC, in addition to their SC Resolution. 
(You might want to use the list of assigned resolution topics to find a topic 
to research that is not assigned to you for your resolution—or you are 
welcome to research an alternate issue not listed.) 

 

• Those seeking a seat on the SC must have one year of prior experience 
in the MUN program. 

 

• Security Council Delegates must write a resolution concerning the 
topic or conflict assigned to their country. The SC member will 
determine, using issue research, how her/his national character would 
respond to the assigned issue. 

 
 
The requirement for prior MUN experience is meant to ensure that all those on the 
Security Council and those presiding over it will be prepared for and can easily adjust to 
the more complex procedure and depth of discussion that are not always common 
procedure in the larger and broader General Assembly.  The SC atmosphere might 
intimidate freshmen with no prior MUN experience.   
 
Past Security Councils have also been weakened because the topics of the resolutions 
have tended to focus on a few well-publicized issues.  Many very important but obscure 
problems are often overlooked, and the agenda tends to remain very narrow in focus.  By 
assigning world conflicts to different SC nations at random, the relevant issues actually 
facing the Security that are not usually discussed in our media will be addressed, and 
participants will garner a more realistic Security Council experience at the conference. 
Security Council delegates will emerge with a thorough understanding of Council 
procedure as well as the beliefs and policies of their nation. 
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SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION TOPIC ASSIGNMENTS 

 
See following page for category descriptions. 

 
NATION               TOPIC CATEGORY 
 
China        II 
       
France        V 
      
Russian Federation        VII 
      
United Kingdom        I 
      
United States        III 
      
Belgium        II 
      
Burkina Faso        IV 
      
Costa Rica        II 
      
Croatia        VII 
      
Indonesia        VI 
      
Italy        IV 
      
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya        VI 
       
Panama        I 
       
South Africa        III 
      
Viet Nam        V 
 
 These topics were selected at random and should be applicable to each nation.  
Though some might seem like a stretch it is important for the delegates to understand that 
members of the Security Council are part of the world community.  All major conflicts 
listed affect all SC members and their interests.  If there is a topic that is not listed and a 
delegate would like to address this subject please have them contact their SC President. 
 
 



SECURITY COUNCIL CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Choose a topic for your resolution from your assigned category below. If there is 
another issue applicable to your assigned category not listed, please contact the state 
director or Security Council President for permission to write your resolution on that 
issue. 

 
I Conflict in the Middle East 

A) Palestine question 
B) Cyprus 
C) Iraq (especially Iraqi sovereignty) 
D) Arab/Israeli conflict 
E) Uranium Enrichment Plans 
F) Sunni-Shiite Conflict 
G) Totalitarian Religious Oppression 
H) General topics 

II Conflict on the African Continent 
A) AIDS crisis 
B) Foreign Aid Distribution Policies (i.e., how heads of state decide to use $$ 

sent for humanitarian aid) 
C) State Sponsored War Crimes & Terrorism 
D) Liberia 
E) Angola 
F) Sierra Leone 
G) Ethiopia/Eritrea 
H) Democratic Republic of the Congo 
I) Sudan 
J) Ivory Coast 
K) Somalia 
L) Rwanda 
M) General topics 

III Conflict on the Asian Continent (excludes the Middle and Far East) 
A) Afghanistan 
B) India/Pakistan 
C) Georgia/Dagestan/Chechnya 
D) Bhutan/Nepal 

IV Conflict in Far East Asia 
A) Chinese human rights 
B) Chinese Oil Acquisition Policies 
C) Chinese Currency Policies 
D) Product Dumping 
E) Over-fishing/Fishing Territory Disputes 
F) East Timor 
G) Indonesia 
H) North Korea 
I) Taiwan 



V Weapons and War 
A) Children in Armed Conflict 
B) Unrestricted use of inhumane weaponry, i.e., invasive NATO banned 

ammunition, etc. 
C) Nuclear Disarmament 
D) Small Arms Trade 
E) Chemical Weapons 
F) Biological Weapons 
G) Treatment of POWs 
H) Land mine proliferation 

VI International Justice (with additional European topics) 
A) The development of a World Court 
B) Accountability for member nations 
C) War crimes tribunals (existing or new) 
D) Issues regarding border disputes 
E) Croatia/Bosnia/Yugoslavia (Balkan situation) 
F) Basque region 
G) Northern Ireland 

VII Western Hemisphere threats to Peace 
A) Colombian Civil War 
B) Immigration issues 
C) Cattle Ranching & Deforestation  
D) Central American humanitarian concerns 
E) Cuban situation (embargo, human rights, etc.) 
F) Venezuelan conflict 
G) Drug trafficking 
H) Organized crime 

 


