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E. Should delegates wish to debate a debatable motion other than the main 
motion, debate is limited to two rounds; each speaker shall have 20 seconds of 
speaking time; the delegate who originally made the motion has the right to be the 
first ‘pro’ speaker.  
F. Intent Speeches: delegates may submit intent speeches during debate on bills 
in chambers. 

1. Intent speeches are limited to 2 minutes and delivered between the 
end of technical questions on the bill and the beginning of debate on the bill. 
2. Intent speeches may only address the chamber; intent speakers must 
identify themselves and request permission to address the floor.  
3. Intent speakers may not yield their time to another delegate, ask the 
patrons questions, or make a motion.  
4. Intent speeches do not count as rounds of debate.  
5. Delegates may only deliver one intent speech during the conference.  

IV. Conducting Business 
A. Two-thirds (67%) of the assigned delegates shall constitute a quorum of the 
General Assembly and committees. A quorum must be present for any session to 
conduct the business on its docket. 
B. All delegates are expected to maintain decorum, i.e. appropriate behavior, 
during all sessions. Delegates behaving inappropriately are subject to disciplinary 
action by conference officers and the CCE staff. The Delegate Code of Conduct 
defines further expectations for appropriate delegate behavior. 
C. The CCE staff and calendar committee shall prepare the dockets for 
committees and chambers. The House, Senate, and their committees may amend 
their dockets in the following ways: 

1. Add bills passed by the other chamber 
2. Postpone bills to a specific time. If a bill is postponed to a certain 
time, it automatically has the highest priority for consideration at that time. 
3. Amendments to the docket should be done only with clear, compelling 
reasons. The motion to amend the docket is not debatable and requires a 
simple majority to pass.  

V. Motions 
A. These motions require a second. Motions shall be ranked as follows: 

1. Adjourn 
2. Recess 
3. Previous Question 
4. Amendment 
5. Adopt a Bill (Main Motion) 

B. A motion shall be in order when it outranks all other pending motions.  For 
instance, if a motion to recognize an amendment is pending, moving the previous 
question shall be in order. 
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TABLE OF MOTIONS 

BRIEF DEFINITIONS: 
Adjourn: this action ends the session and is only in order with the permission of the CCE staff.  
Appeal: a legislative body may appeal a decision of its presiding officer if 2/3 of its members think 
that the chair has made an incorrect ruling on a procedural matter. 
Reconsider: motions to reconsider any motion are only in order with the permission of the CCE staff. 
Point of Personal Privilege: this point should be used to address delegates’ comfort or ability to 
participate in the conference session, i.e. climate control issues, PA volume, etc. 
Suspension of the Rules: a successful motion to suspend the rules affects only the main motion at 
hand. Suspended rules are ‘back’ once voting/ranking procedures are complete. 
Point of Information: these points are questions directed to the chair for factual information relevant 
to the debate at hand. The chair may redirect the question to a delegate who is likely to have an 
answer. 
Point of Order: these points are questions directed to the chair asking for clarification of rules of 
procedure. 

Motion 
When 

Another has 
the Floor 

Second Debatable Amendable Vote Reconsider 

Main Motion (Bill 
or resolution) 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority Only with 
permission 
from CCE 

staff 
Adjourn No Yes No No Majority No 
Amend No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 
Appeal Yes Yes Yes No 2/3 n/a 

Postpone to a 
certain time No Yes Yes No Majority n/a 

Previous Question 
(end debate) No Yes No No 2/3 No 

Recess No Yes No Yes Majority No 
Reconsider No Yes Yes No 2/3 No 

Point of Personal 
Privilege Yes No No No No No 

Suspend the Rules 
No Yes No Yes 2/3 No 

Withdraw Motions No No No No Majority n/a 
Point of 

Information 
Yes No No No No No 

Point of Order/ 
Parliamentary 

Inquiry 

Yes No No No No No 
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Sponsors: Aiden Matheny, Aria Cochran  
School: Center for Creative Arts 
 
AN ACT TO REQUIRE TENNESSEE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PROVIDE 

DIGITAL TEXTBOOKS FOR ALL STUDENTS 
 

Whereas paperback books are cumbersome, heavy, and annoying.  1 
 2 
Be enacted by the Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature: 3 
                                         4 
Section 1: Terms in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, shall 5 
be defined as follows:  6 
A) DIGITAL TEXTBOOKS- a tablet or laptop that access school text  7 
     8 
Section 2: This act will require that all Tennessee school districts provide 9 
digital Textbooks instead of hardcover heavy textbooks.  10 
 11 
Section 3: If a student where to lose a digital textbook then they would 12 
be responsible for the payment of the digital textbook and/or go back to 13 
the original textbook. 14 
  15 
Section 4: The schools should still have the original textbooks in case 16 
someone or some group want to keep the original textbooks and not the 17 
digital ones. 18 

31st General Assembly  
of the 

Tennessee YMCA Youth in Government 
 

SENATE  
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Sponsors: Grey Armstrong, Bliss Murphy, Benjamin Henry, Parker Tobias 
School: East Hamilton Middle 
 
An act to appoint therapists to Tennessee elementary, middle, and 

high schools. 
 
Be it enacted by the TENNESSEE YMCA YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 1 
LEGISLATURE 2 
 3 
Section I: Terms in this act, unless context requires otherwise, shall be 4 
defined as follows: 5 
Therapist- a person trained in the use of psychological methods for 6 
helping patients overcome psychological problems. 7 
Counselor- a faculty member of an educational establishment who advises 8 
students on personal and academic problems, career choices, and the 9 
like. 10 
Regular Education- the educational experience of typically developing 11 
children. 12 
Health Insurance- a type of insurance coverage that pays for medical and 13 
surgical expenses incurred by the insured. Health insurance can 14 
reimburse the insured for expenses incurred from illness or injury, or pay 15 
the care provider directly. 16 
 17 
Section II: Requires every regular education- based middle and high 18 
school in the state of Tennessee to have at least one professional 19 
therapist on-campus per every 700 students in the cumulative student 20 
population. If the school has a student body less than 700, one therapist 21 
will be appointed to that school. 22 
 23 
Section III: All therapists hereby mentioned in Section II will be private, 24 
and will not belong to or be under payroll of the state unless already 25 
provided in the Tennessee education budget.  26 
 27 
Section IV: Particular required fields of said therapists will vary based 28 
upon common student need as determined by a Guidance Counselor(s). 29 
The school staff also has the ability to privately recommend clients to a 30 
counselor and/or therapist based upon exhibited behavior. 31 
 32 
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Section V: All schools will be required to provide the space necessary for 33 
its therapists to operate. 34 

35 
Section VI: Will be enforced by any and all District Education Boards, the 36 
Tennessee Department of Education, and any other parties associated 37 
with Tennessee curriculum. Those that fail to uphold this policy will be 38 
subject to a potential fine of up to $7500. 39 

40 
Section VII: Funding shall be provided on a per-client basis, and will not 41 
in anyway need to be provided by the state or any local education 42 
department(s) involved herein. The exception to this is when the client is 43 
involved in a state-based insurance plan, such as Medicare, Medicaid, etc. 44 

45 
Section VIII: All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 46 
repealed. 47 

48 
Section IX: This bill will be put into effect on May 30, 2018 49 
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Sponsors: Caleb Tanis  
School: Center for Creative Arts 
 

*SEE ADDENDUM FOR BILL* 
 
 1 

31st General Assembly  
of the 

Tennessee YMCA Youth in Government 
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27



SB/18-1-10 

                                            

Sponsors: Amelia Broetzmann, Vickie Song 
School: Ooltewah Middle School 

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT INVASIVE LABORATORY EXPERIMENTS  ON 
LIVING ANIMALS TO HELP HUMANS 

WHEREAS, each year, more than one hundred million animals are killed in 1 
US laboratories. 2

3
WHEREAS, more than 98% of human illnesses are not connected to 4 
animals. 5

6
Be it enacted by the Tennessee YMCA Youth in Government: 7

8
Section 1: Terms in this act, unless context requires otherwise, shall be 9 
defined as follows: 10 
Animal Experiment - professional usage of non-human animals for 11 
research or development projects in labs 12 
Animal - any of a kingdom of living things not to include humans 13 
Invasive - any procedure that includes at least one of the following: 14 
introduction of any foreign substance or object including shots, drugs, 15 
creams, sprays, powders and poisons trepanation, vivisection, laceration, 16 
and other painful procedures 17 
Painful procedure - any procedure reasonably expected to cause more 18 
than slight, momentary pain in a human 19 

20 
Section 2: This act will prohibit any and all forms of invasive laboratory 21 
experiments on living animals for the purpose of any type of human 22 
product or medical research. 23 

24 
Section 3: Laboratories found in violation of this law, shall be fined as 25 
follows: 26 
For the first offense, a fine between $500 - $2,000, and a 30 day grace 27 
period will be given to make necessary changes. 28 
If the facility refuses to cease activity, a fine not exceeding $3,000 will be 29 
imposed, and a 30 day grace period will be given to make necessary 30 
changes. 31 

31st General Assembly  
of the 

Tennessee YMCA Youth in Government 
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If the facility continues to refuse to cease activity, a fine between $3,000- 32 
$5,000, and possible temporary or permanent closure will be 33 
issued.Section 4: Any funds generated by this bill shall be allocated to the 34 
Department of Agriculture and specifically used for inspection or 35 
enforcement of this act. 36 

37 
Section 5: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 38 

39 
Section 6: Upon passage, this act shall take effect on January 1, 2019. 40 

41 
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