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TENNESSEE YMCA 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 
YMCA CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 

Dyersburg, TN 
Professional Development Center 
February 22, 2018 

CONFERENCE AGENDA 

8:30 – 9:30 AM  Registration  PDC Foyer 

9:30 – 12:15PM Committee Meetings 

H-1 House Committee 1  Yates Auditorium 
H-2 House Committee 2  PDC Main Room 
H-3 House Committee 3  Backstage Auditorium 
S-1 Senate Committee 1 First Citizens Room A 
S-2 Senate Committee 2 First Citizens Room B 

12:15 – 1:00 PM  Lunch See Advisor 

1:00 – 3:30 PM   House Yates Auditorium 
Senate PDC Main Room 

3:30 PM Closing Ceremony Yates Auditorium 
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Last First School Component Comm. Bill #

Akin Ali Kate Three Oaks Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-9

Allen Gracie Northview Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-4

Armstrong Zach Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-1

Arnold Abbi Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-9

Asad Raneen Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-12

Autry Georgia Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-5

Babbitt Lindsey Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-8

Baird Bruce Three Oaks Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-3

Barham Hannah Northview Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-7

Barker Allie Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-9

Battles Makaiya Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-12

Beaver Maycee Northview Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-7

Bell Ethan Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-10

Betonio Justine Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-1

Bevis Ella Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-9

Bishop Hannah Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-5

Blakley Jack Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-5

Bolden Albert Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-12

Bolden Alvin Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-4

Bona Leo Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-9

Borden Abigial Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-5

Bowen Landon Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-12

Bragado Jesye Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-4

Braswell Emory Tipton Christian Academy House H-3 HB/18-3-7

Braswell Isaiah Tipton Christian Academy House H-3 HB/18-3-7

Brooks Breeanna Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-12

Bryant Bailey Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-12

Buchanan Brooke Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-7

Buckner Braeden Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-12

Burchfiel Harper Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-9

Buss Caroline Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-11

Butler Chris Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-11

Butler Jax Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-1

Byars Ally Kate Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-12

Caldwell Cooper Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-6

Campbell Zoe Northview Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-10

Campbell Sydney Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-4

Cantrell Taylor Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-5

Capps Cydnee Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-7

Carmack Chris Three Oaks Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-3

Carr Grayson Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-1

Carraway Chloe Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-6

Chandler Emma Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-5

Copeland Livvie Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-1

Cox Kassidy Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-3

Crawford Bryce Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-5
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Creasy Ella Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-8

Crews Hannah Three Oaks Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-3

Crine Maggie Tipton Christian Academy House H-2 HB/18-2-3

Curry Jenna Three Oaks Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-1

Daniels Seth Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-9

Davis Emma Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-12

Dedmon Caroline Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-11

Dishman Presley Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-6

Dormer Ally Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-8

Dunn Taylor Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-3

Edgin Ellie Northview Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-11

Englert Abigail Tipton Christian Academy House H-2 HB/18-2-3

Epperson Austin Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-6

Evans Delanee Three Oaks Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-9

Evans Lane Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-11

Ezell Makendra Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-6

Ferguson Kadince Three Oaks Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-8

Freelove Madison Tipton Christian Academy Senate S-2 SB/18-2-10

Garza Antonio Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-11

Gean Macey Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-8

Gill Camden Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-10

Glass Averiel Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-7

Glass Will Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-9

Gonzales Jackson Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-9

Greek Skylar Northview Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-4

Gregory Samantha Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-6

Gregson Ben Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-1

Ham Zach Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-5

Hammons Morgan Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-6

Hanna Pressli Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-9

Hanson Shayla Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-1

Harrell Marcus Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-2

Healy Patrick Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-9

Henson Madison Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-2

Hicks Layla Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-6

Hicks Tanner Three Oaks Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-3

Hoffman Holly Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-2

Hogue Callie Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-8

Holden Edye-Bette Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-8

Hollingsworth John Houston Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-10

Hollingsworth Cambry Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-5

Houchens Ethan Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-9

Hudgins Brittnee Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-8

Hudson Madison Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-6

Hughes Emma Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-1

Hunsley Kielee Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-2

Hurt Addie Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-2
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Hussein Dima Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-2

Hutson Katelyn Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-2

Jackson Anna Blair Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-8

Jayroe Sam Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-9

Jerding Ben Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-10

Jones Bryson Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-4

Kellett Timothy Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-12

Kerber Samuel Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-1

Kitchens Madilyn Three Oaks Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-9

Knisley Emily Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-6

Kramer Madison Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-5

Krull Ella Tipton Christian Academy Senate S-2 SB/18-2-10

Ladd Jack Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-10

Larson Ryan Three Oaks Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-2

Lucas Maddie Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-1

Lyons Aniyah Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-6

MacArthur Blakely Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-7

Maheffey Ace Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-5

Mallard Drake Three Oaks Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-2

McCaig Maddison Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-10

McCaslin Kayelyn Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-1

McClure Traylin Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-12

McCommon Elizabeth Three Oaks Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-1

McCrary Anica Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-4

McDaniel Peyton Northview Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-10

Medlin Nick Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-5

Milan Anna Three Oaks Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-8

Moody Makaya Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-6

Moore Bryan Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-12

Morales Kelly Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-1

Morgan Lafe Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-7

Morgan Malyn Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-9

Moses Kenya Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-5

Mosley Justice Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-3

Myers Tori Beth Three Oaks Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-2

Nevel Adam Three Oaks Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-3

Newell Carrington Three Oaks Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-2

Nunez Liliana Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-12

Olvera Jasmin Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-2

Orchard Hayden Three Oaks Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-2

Ozment Olivia Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-11

Ozment Ava Three Oaks Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-8

Partee Danielle Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-6

Paschal Madisyn Northview Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-4

Paschall Nathan Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-3

Patel Kush Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-2

Peevyhouse Gannon Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-11
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Pennington Landon Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-1

Porter Sam Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-7

Pritchett Ellie Three Oaks Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-8

Pugh Lane Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-12

Randolph Luke Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-4

Ray Makayla Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-7

Revell Hallie Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-8

Reyes Carly Three Oaks Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-8

Rhines Jacob Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-11

Richardson Courtney Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-5

Roberson Addie Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-7

Rodriguez Enrique Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-10

Rogers Ava Northview Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-4

Rudd Maddie Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-8

Sanders Chloe Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-9

Schroeder Sydney Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-7

Self Grant Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-3

Semmel Carrie Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-10

Sherill Randy Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-11

Shirley Raina Northview Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-4

Shirley Hayden Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-11

Sipes Emilee Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-1

Smith Lee Northview Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-4

Smith Cassidy Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-4

Smith Preston Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-1

Smith Jacob Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-4

Spence Danielle Three Oaks Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-1

Stafford Drae Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-11

Staggs Anna Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-3

Stewart Dylan Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-4

Stone Maddux Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-10

Stover Kyle Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-11

Sullivan Sloane Tipton Christian Academy House H-2 HB/18-2-3

Thompson Riley Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-6

Thompson Kate Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-3

Turnbow Braden Northview Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-6

Uselton Ian Dyersburg Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-12

VanDyke Ellie Dyersburg Middle School House H-2 HB/18-2-4

Vaughn Grace Northview Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-5

Walker Tripp Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-1 SB/18-1-7

Ward McKenna Dyersburg Middle School House H-1 HB/18-1-6

Warren Madison Northview Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-4

Willard Abbey Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-12

Williams Brylee Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-12

Williams Lucas Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-2

Willis Katie Northview Middle School House H-3 HB/18-3-11

Wright Noah Dyersburg Middle School Senate S-2 SB/18-2-11
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UNDERSTANDING THE COMMITTEE 
PROCESS 

What should delegates do during committee? 

1. Evaluate Bills
• Evaluate bills using the criteria on the ranking form, i.e., Presentation, Feasibility,

Statewide Impact, Research, and Content.
• Will the end result be a meaningful contribution to a value-oriented society?
• Will it have a positive effect on a significant number of citizens?
• Is its issue worthy of legislative consideration?
• Is the bill in conflict with the Constitution? (And if so, then has the bill been written in

the form of a Constitutional Amendment?)
• Does the bill provide for the concise accomplishment of its intended purposes?

2. Make Amendments
• Proposed amendments given in committee should be attached to the respective bill,

with the proponents name(s) (persons offering the amendment) listed on the
amendment. Any delegate may propose an amendment on any bill. The committee will
vote on the proposed amendment. In order to submit an amendment for vote, use only
the proper amendment form, and clearly indicate whether the amendment is
FAVORABLE or UNFAVORABLE to its patrons.

• A majority vote is required to pass an amendment in committee. Proponents should be
prepared to present and defend the amendment on the floor as debate will take place
on an amendment if it is deemed unfriendly by the bill patrons.

• Committee proposed amendments will be considered on the floor.

3. Debate (The rules for debate are listed in the Rules of Procedure)

4. Rank Bills
• After each bill has been considered and some action has been taken, the committee

will rank the respective bill.  Red House/Senate bills will be ranked separately from
Blue House/Senate bills.

• Each BILL TEAM will rank each bill on the ranking form provided, based upon the
instructions given by the Chair. (This means each team will fill out only ONE ranking
sheet.)

• Please be sure to write legibly on your ranking form. If there are any questions
regarding legibility, the form in question will be thrown out.
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SCRIPT FOR CCE YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT DEBATE  
by Tucker Cowden, MHMS 

*Outside of this guide, consult additional TN YMCA CCE supplements and Robert’s
Rules of Order
*Script is written with the assumption of more than one patron for the bill.  If there
is only one presenting patron, change statements to the singular (i.e. “Does the
Patron” instead of “Do the Patrons”).

Overview 

Youth in Government (YIG) debate should be seen in the context of the actual 
Tennessee General Assembly, where delegates act as State Senators and 
Representatives and the items debated are called bills.  Because of this setting, YIG 
delegates should have well-developed opinions on important state issues.  This 
applies especially to the bill that you are presenting.  It should address not only an 
issue that the delegates think is important, but one that is relevant to the current 
affairs of Tennessee and could actually be introduced to the General Assembly, and 
it should be very well-researched.  Furthermore, delegates are to be completely in 
character, acting as if YIG were the actual TN General Assembly (so refer to the 
conference as “the state of Tennessee” or “the House/Senate” (depending on which 
you are a delegate in)). 

Asking Technical Questions (after being recognized by the chair) 

Speaker:  [States Name, States School, States One Question (must be a question 
that merits a response of yes, no, a number, a definition, or a short, expository 
rather than persuasive answer) (the question is directed to the presenting 
delegates)] 

Con/Pro Debate (after being recognized) 

*Delegates may take one or two of the three actions listed below (ask questions,
speak to the floor, yield time to another delegate), but may not only yield time to
another delegate (you can only ask questions or only speak, but cannot only yield
time).  Also, if you are yielding time, you must ask to do this before beginning your
speech or questions, and then state that you yield your time when you are finished
with the first part.
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Speaker:  (States Name, States School) and… 

To Ask A Series of Questions 
Speaker:  Do the Patrons yield to a possible series of questions? (Not: “a series of 
possible questions,” or “a question.”) 
Chair:  They do so yield 
Speaker:  (To Patrons) (Asks Questions and receives answers for up to two minutes, 
depending on the committee/house’s time structure). 
*It is important to note that questions asked as a Con speech should seek to
criticize, or at least show skepticism for, the given bill.  Those asked as a Pro
speech should do the opposite, emphasizing the positive aspects of the bill.

To Address the Assembly 
Speaker:  May I address the floor? 
Chair:  That is your right. 
Speaker:  (Speaks to fellow delegates, not the patrons, for the allotted amount of 
time either in favor of (pro speech) or against (con speech) the bill).  
*You should never use the words “Con” or “Pro” in your speech unless referring to “a
previous con speaker,” etc.  Con and Pro are not nouns or verbs that can be used to
show your support or dislike of a bill (so do not say “I con this bill”).

To Yield Remaining time after one of the above to a fellow delegate: 
Speaker:  May I yield the remainder of my time to a fellow delegate? 
Chair:  That is your right.  Please specify a delegate. 
Speaker:  [Names the delegate to be yielded to (refer to him/her by last name)] 
(Takes first action) 
*Delegates being yielded to should have the same opinion (pro or con) on the bill as
the speakers that yield to them.

Motions (must be made before the last con speech) 
Speaker:  (Shouts) Motion! 
Chair:  Rise and state your motion. 
Speaker:  (States Name, States School, States Motion—see table of motions in 
delegate manual) 
Chair:  [Takes it from there (decides if the motion is in order or not, asks for a 
second to the motion, and conducts a vote, usually by voice acclamation)] 
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FORMAT FOR DEBATE 
I. Committee

Two minutes - Introduction 
Two minutes - Technical Questions 
+/-Five minutes - Con/pro debate 
One minute - Summation 

Amendments 
One minute - Introduction 
Two rounds - Con/pro debate 
One minute - Summation 

II. General Assembly/Plenary
Two minutes - Introduction 
One minute - Technical Questions 
Three rounds - Con/pro debate  
Two minutes – Summation 

SAMPLE COMMITTEE RANKING FORM 
Best 1…2...3...4...5 Worst

Bill # Innovation Feasibility Statewide Impact Content & Research Presentation Total 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
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YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 
RULES OF PROCEDURE  
Introductory Note: Youth in Government (YIG) is modeled after the Tennessee General 
Assembly. The circumstances at YIG require many of its rules of procedure to vary from the 
practices of the General Assembly. In questions or issues not addressed by the following 
rules, the YMCA Center for Civic Engagement staff may look to other authorities for 
guidance. 

I. Presentation of Bills or Resolutions
A. Patrons of bills should make every effort to write a bill in compliance with
the expectations of the YIG conference. The CCE staff may remove inappropriate
bills from the dockets of their respective chambers regardless of committee
rankings.
B. When presenting their bills, patrons should uphold expectations for
appropriate behavior. Disruptive behavior is subject to disciplinary action. Patrons
should not use props of any kind while presenting their bills.
C. Patrons may yield extra time from their introduction to their summation.
Delegates speaking “pro” on those bills may also yield time to the patrons’
summation. Unused time from the patrons’ summation is yielded to the presiding
officer (chair).
D. Patrons may invoke Patron’s Rights during debate on their bill when a
delegate has offered factually incorrect information about the text of their bill.
Patron’s Rights allows the patrons ten seconds of uninterrupted speaking time to
offer correct information. The patrons must wait until the speaker has concluded
their remarks before exercising these rights.

II. Amendments to Bills
A. Patrons of bills may submit minor amendments to their bills immediately prior
to presenting their bill to their appointed committee. These amendments should be
limited to simple corrections and should not change the substance or intent of the
bill. Once the patrons have begun their presentation, they may not submit
amendments to their bill for the duration of the conference.
B. The title of a bill may not be amended. Delegates must make every effort to
ensure that proposed amendments do not make a bill omnibus.
C. Any amendments must be written on the appropriate form, be legible, and be
germane.
D. Amendments must be recognized by the chair before the final round of
debate on the bill, i.e. before the chair has recognized the last “pro” speaker.
E. The patrons of the resolution must declare any amendment “friendly” (if they
agree with the proposed amendment) or “unfriendly” (if they disagree).
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1. Friendly amendments may be passed without debate through voice
acclamation.
2. Unfriendly amendments are debated in the appropriate format. The
amendment’s sponsor acts as the patron of the amendment, and the patrons
of the resolution have the right to be the first con speaker in the debate.

F. In chambers, the chair may recognize a maximum of two (2) amendments to
any bill.
G. Amendments must be in one of three forms:

1. TO DELETE… You must be specific about what part of the bill you are
deleting.
2. TO INSERT…You must be give specific wording to be inserting and the
specific location of where it is to be inserted.
3. TO SUBSTITUTE… A combination of the above.

H. If a bill is adopted in the first chamber and amended in the second chamber,
it must return to the first chamber for consideration of the amendments.  When the
bill is returned to the first chamber, the patron should make one of two motions
below. Both motions are debatable and require a simple majority for adoption.
Rejecting the amendments of the other chamber removes the bill from the docket.

1. “I move that the amendments be adopted and the bill be made to
conform to the Senate/House version.”
2. “I move that the amendments be rejected.”

III. Debating Bills, Amendments, and other Motions:
A. Delegates to the General Assembly may speak when recognized by the chair.
Delegates’ remarks must be relevant to the items on the agenda at any given time.
Delegates from other components (Governor’s Cabinet, Supreme Court) may only
speak with permission of the CCE staff.
B. Once recognized, delegates must identify themselves to the session with
their name and school.
C. Delegates recognized as speakers in debate have the right to do two of the
following things with their speaker’s time. Speakers must inform the chair of their
intentions before continuing to:

1. Address the floor/session
2. Ask the patrons of the bill a series of questions
3. Yield the remainder of their time to another delegate in the session
4. Make a motion. Motions should be made after one of the previous
actions.

D. Speaker’s time: unless otherwise indicated by the chair, each speaker shall
have one minute to address the floor. Speakers who have been yielded time by
another delegate may not yield any further time. Unused speakers’ time is yielded to
the chair.
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E. Should delegates wish to debate a debatable motion other than the main
motion, debate is limited to two rounds; each speaker shall have 20 seconds of
speaking time; the delegate who originally made the motion has the right to be the
first ‘pro’ speaker.
F. Intent Speeches: delegates may submit intent speeches during debate on bills
in chambers.

1. Intent speeches are limited to 2 minutes and delivered between the
end of technical questions on the bill and the beginning of debate on the bill.
2. Intent speeches may only address the chamber; intent speakers must
identify themselves and request permission to address the floor.
3. Intent speakers may not yield their time to another delegate, ask the
patrons questions, or make a motion.
4. Intent speeches do not count as rounds of debate.
5. Delegates may only deliver one intent speech during the conference.

IV. Conducting Business
A. Two-thirds (67%) of the assigned delegates shall constitute a quorum of the
General Assembly and committees. A quorum must be present for any session to
conduct the business on its docket.
B. All delegates are expected to maintain decorum, i.e. appropriate behavior,
during all sessions. Delegates behaving inappropriately are subject to disciplinary
action by conference officers and the CCE staff. The Delegate Code of Conduct
defines further expectations for appropriate delegate behavior.
C. The CCE staff and calendar committee shall prepare the dockets for
committees and chambers. The House, Senate, and their committees may amend
their dockets in the following ways:

1. Add bills passed by the other chamber
2. Postpone bills to a specific time. If a bill is postponed to a certain
time, it automatically has the highest priority for consideration at that time.
3. Amendments to the docket should be done only with clear, compelling
reasons. The motion to amend the docket is not debatable and requires a
simple majority to pass.

V. Motions
A. These motions require a second. Motions shall be ranked as follows:

1. Adjourn
2. Recess
3. Previous Question
4. Amendment
5. Adopt a Bill (Main Motion)

B. A motion shall be in order when it outranks all other pending motions.  For
instance, if a motion to recognize an amendment is pending, moving the previous
question shall be in order.
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TENNESSEE YMCA CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGMENT 

TABLE OF MOTIONS 

BRIEF DEFINITIONS: 
Adjourn: this action ends the session and is only in order with the permission of the CCE staff.  
Appeal: a legislative body may appeal a decision of its presiding officer if 2/3 of its members think 
that the chair has made an incorrect ruling on a procedural matter. 
Reconsider: motions to reconsider any motion are only in order with the permission of the CCE staff. 
Point of Personal Privilege: this point should be used to address delegates’ comfort or ability to 
participate in the conference session, i.e. climate control issues, PA volume, etc. 
Suspension of the Rules: a successful motion to suspend the rules affects only the main motion at 
hand. Suspended rules are ‘back’ once voting/ranking procedures are complete. 
Point of Information: these points are questions directed to the chair for factual information relevant 
to the debate at hand. The chair may redirect the question to a delegate who is likely to have an 
answer. 
Point of Order: these points are questions directed to the chair asking for clarification of rules of 
procedure. 

Motion 
When 

Another has 
the Floor 

Second Debatable Amendable Vote Reconsider 

Main Motion (Bill 
or resolution) 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority Only with 
permission 
from CCE 

staff 
Adjourn No Yes No No Majority No 
Amend No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 
Appeal Yes Yes Yes No 2/3 n/a 

Postpone to a 
certain time No Yes Yes No Majority n/a 

Previous Question 
(end debate) No Yes No No 2/3 No 

Recess No Yes No Yes Majority No 
Reconsider No Yes Yes No 2/3 No 

Point of Personal 
Privilege Yes No No No No No 

Suspend the Rules 
No Yes No Yes 2/3 No 

Withdraw Motions No No No No Majority n/a 
Point of 

Information 
Yes No No No No No 

Point of Order/ 
Parliamentary 

Inquiry 

Yes No No No No No 
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SB/18-1-1 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Ben Gregson, Samuel Kerber, Preston Smith, Kayelyn McCaslin 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 

An Act to Allocate a Percentage of Statewide Tax Funds to the 
Major League Soccer Franchise in Nashville. 

 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature: 1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms in this bill will be defined as follows: 3 
Major League Soccer/ The premier division of soccer in the United States 4 
of America. Consisting of 25 teams from across the United States. 5 
 6 
Section 2: Recently, on December 20, 2017, The city of Nashville was 7 
awarded an expansion franchise from the MLS to found a team that would 8 
begin play in March 2020. This will require the construction of a new 9 
soccer-specific stadium and parking lot, accommodations for players 10 
coming from locations other than Nashville, and player and staff salaries. 11 
It is proposed that the state of Tennessee allocate 1% of its tax funds to 12 
the franchise in hopes of creating a stable upbringing for it.  13 
 14 
Section 3: This act will cost 1% of Tennessee state taxes, approximately 15 
$17,896,451 according to the Tennessee 2017-2018 state budget. 16 
 17 
Section 4: This act will receive funding by state sales tax. 18 
 19 
Section 5: All laws in or in part conflict are hereby repealed. 20 
 21 
Section 6: This Act shall go into effect on February 1, 2018, and will be 22 
terminated on March 1, 2020, or prior to the first match the team plays.    23 
 24 
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SB/18-1-2 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

Sponsors: Dima Hussein, Katelyn  Hutson, Addie Hurt, Jasmin Olvera 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 

An act to Amend 39-15- 401 Child abuse and child neglect or 
endangerment of children under the age of eighteen. 

 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature  1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms used in which in this act, unless the context requires 3 
otherwise, shall be defined as follows: 4 
a)  Felony: a crime, typically one involving violence, regarded as more serious than 5 
a misdemeanor, and usually punishable by imprisonment for more than one year. 6 
b)  Misdemeanor: a minor wrongdoing. 7 
c)  Inmate: a person confined to an institution such as a prison.   8 
d)  civil: relating to ordinary citizens and their concerns, as distinct from 9 
military manners. 10 
e) contempt: the feeling that a person or a thing is beneath consideration, 11 
worthless, or deserving scorn.                                                                                                                                                                                                               12 
 13 
Section 2: In the state of Tennessee under the present law, anyone who 14 
abuses or neglects a child under the age of eighteen to where their health 15 
and welfare are affected, they commit a class A misdemeanor; however, if 16 
the child is under or the age of eight, they have commited a class E felony.17 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   18 
This Act will change the consequence for child abuse to children under the age 19 
of eight which is a Class E felony (1 - 6 years in prison and a $3,000 fine) to a 20 
Class D felony ( 2 - 12 years in prison and a $5,000 fine). This Act will also 21 
change the consequence for abusing a child under the age of eighteen from a 22 
Class A misdemeanor (11 months and 29 days or less in prison and a $2,500 23 
fine) to a Class E  felony (1- 6 years in prison with a $3,000 fine).   24 
                          25 
Section 3: This Act will have a cost that will vary depending on the number 26 
of people who commit the crime of child abuse and are incarcerated.  27 
 28 
Section 4: This Act will be funded by the state through a tax increase of .25%. 29 
 30 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed.                   31 
 32 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect on Jan. 1, 2019, the public welfare 33 
requiring it.                                 34 
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SB/18-1-3 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Hannah Crews, Adam Nevel  
School: Three Oaks Middle School 
 

An act to make the insecticide 2,4-D illegal. 
 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA youth in government.  1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms used in which in this act, unless the context requires 3 
otherwise, shall be defined as follows: 4 
A) Insecticide- a substance used for killing insects, keeping weeds out of 5 
yards, and used to clean swimming pools.  6 
B) 2,4-D- Dichloropenoxyacetic acid, an insecticide used in many places 7 
around the world.  8 
C) cancerous- an adjective describing something that could cause cancer. 9 
 10 
Section 2: This act will make 2,4-D or Dichloropenoxyacetic acid illegal. 11 
 12 
Section 3:The purpose of this act is to prevent cancerous effects, heart 13 
blockage, and to keep the standards of our food intake high. 14 
 15 
Section 4: The penalty for violating this law will take anyone who is using 16 
this to court and jail.  17 
 18 
Section 5: There is not funding required. 19 
 20 
Section 6: This act will take effect March 19,2018. 21 
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SB/18-1-4 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

Sponsors: Luke Randolph, Alvin Bolden, Jacob Smith 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 

An Act to Amend Section 39-14-504 of the Tennessee Code Annotated 
 
Whereas, there are over 50 million pieces of litter ruining Tennessee and 1 
covering about 1.5 percent of the area of our state. It may not seem like 2 
much but that is about 836 miles of trash in total and our fantastic world 3 
is being destroyed by our selfish lives of leisure, therefore 4 
 5 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature 6 
 7 
Section 1: Terms used in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, 8 
shall be defined as the following 9 
Littering - the act of making a place untidy with rubbish or a large 10 
number of objects left lying around. 11 
 12 
Section 2: All offenders of the crime of littering will have a minimum 13 
sentence of 24 hours of community service and a fine of at least seventy-14 
five dollars at an increase of fifty dollars per new crime.  This Act will 15 
require the cooperation of the government officials and the officers 16 
responsible of upholding the law in the state of Tennessee.   17 
 18 
Section 3: There would be no cost for this amendation, for the profit of 19 
this new amendment to a much needed code would pay for the supplies 20 
to carry out this amendment of a code of not just safety for the Earth but 21 
the safety of the future of the human race.  22 
 23 
Section 4: These changes to the guidelines of the Tennessee code Section 24 
39-14-504 will be funded by the fines paid by offenders of this crime. 25 
 26 
Section 5: This amendment will benefit the lives of others by the decrease 27 
amounts of litter in the environment, the increase of money for the 28 
government and the people that support the abolishment of the trash that 29 
litters our home, and the protection of the state we call our own.  30 
 31 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 32 
 33 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect on the 2nd of November 2019,  the 34 
public welfare requiring it. 35 
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SB/18-1-5 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors:  Emma Chandler, Taylor Cantrell, Grace Vaughn,  

Cambry Hollingsworth 
School:  Northview Middle School 
 

An Act to Restrict Protests by PETA 
 
Be it enacted by the Tennessee YMCA Youth in Government:           1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms used in this act shall be defined as follows: 3 
A: PETA: People for the Ethical Treatment of  Animals. 4 
B: Livestock: Farm animals such as sheep, chickens, goats, cows, and 5 
pigs, shown by 4-H and FFA students. 6 
C: FFA: Future Farmers of America. 7 
D: 4-H: A program set up by the U.S. Department of Agriculture originally 8 
in rural areas to help young people become productive citizens by 9 
instructing them in useful skills. 10 
E: Showbarn: The area where the animals are exhibited by the 4-H/FFA 11 
members 12 
 13 
Section 2: This act will prohibit PETA from going in to showbarn primisis 14 
and startling animals. 15 
 16 
Section 3: All protesters must be at least fifty (50) yards away.  17 
 18 
Section 4: Failure to obey this act will result in a $325 fine where the 19 
funds will go back to the fairs livestock association. 20 
 21 
Section 5: This act will not cost the state of Tennessee any money. 22 
 23 
Section 6: All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 24 
repealed.  25 
 26 
Section 7: This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018 27 
 28 
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SB/18-1-6 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Makendra Ezell, Makaya Moody, Aniyah Lyons, Madison Hudson 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 
An Act to Require All Students to Complete Parenting Class During 

Middle School and High School 
 
Whereas people who complete parenting classes will be a better parent 1 
for their child. The students will benefit from this because they will be 2 
better equipped for the future because the students will know the basic 3 
and complex skills to know how to parent a child, therefore 4 
 5 
Be it enacted by the Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislate 6 
 7 
Section 1: Terms used this act, unless the context requires otherwise,  8 
shall be defined as follows: 9 
a) parenting class: Educational classes that teach students or parents 10 
general parenting skills  11 
  12 
Section 2: This act will require funds from the Tennessee government’s 13 
education budget that funds public schools with the money to provide the 14 
students with supplies. The supplies would include of a fake babies to 15 
teach students physical skills about parenting.  16 
 17 
Section 3: This act will cost an estimated amount of $4 million. This 18 
money will towards the supplies and teacher salaries. The supplies will 19 
include: parenting books, diapers, bottles, bibs, fake babies with actual 20 
sounds.  21 
       22 
Section 4: This act will be funded by the state of Tennessee which will 23 
provide money for the school districts. This program will be very 24 
beneficial to families because the students will learn to take care of the 25 
children they may have in the future.  26 
  27 
Section 5:  This act will benefit students who will become parents in the 28 
future and will prevent students from making bad choices. This class will 29 
also help the students learn how to make the right choices in life. 40% of 30 
children live with extended families. Only 18% live with both parents. The 31 
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other 42% live with siblings or one parent. This class will hopefully 32 
increase the percent of children living with both parents.  33 
 34 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 35 
 36 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect on Sept. 1, 2020 the public welfare 37 
requiring it. 38 
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SB/18-1-7 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Blakely MacArthur, Tripp Walker  
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 

An Act to Leave the Decision to Cancel or Postpone School, if 
Temperatures Drop Below a Certain Point, to the State of Tennessee 
 
Whereas Tennessee students are required to attend school despite 1 
freezing temperatures and the decision of the cancellation of school is 2 
made by the school district, not by Tennessee standards, but a policy is 3 
needed to be consistent statewide to protect our children from low 4 
temperatures, therefore 5 
 6 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YMCA YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT 7 
 8 
Section 1: Terms in this act are defined as follows: 9 
Cancellation- the action of canceling something that has been arranged or 10 
planned 11 
 12 
Section 2: The terms in this act require schools to call off school if the 13 
temperature is below 15 degrees, the wind speed is above 10 miles per 14 
hour, and if the wind chill is below 10 degrees. 15 
 16 
Section 3: Many students wait for an extended period of time in the 17 
freezing temperatures for the school bus to pick them up. Additionally, 18 
many of these students do not have the proper attire for this weather. 19 
Their parents/guardians may not be able to provide their children with the 20 
clothing they need to keep warm. Some schools provide their students 21 
with coats for winter. However, it cannot be ensured that the students will 22 
keep up with the coat or that the coat will not be stolen. If the coat is lost 23 
or stolen, the student will be out in the cold weather which is dangerous 24 
and potentially life threatening. 25 
 26 
Section 4: Across the country, approximately 9 children die annually 27 
because of freezing temperatures. Freezing temperatures lead to the 28 
common cold, flu, pneumonia and hypothermia. Across Tennessee, 780 29 
people, from ages 0-18, have died due to influenza and pneumonia. 30 
 31 
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Section 5: Frostbite occurs within 30 minutes of bare skin being exposed 32 
to temperatures below 10 degrees. On average students can wait up to 33 
35 minutes at bus stops for the bus to arrive. Sometimes, buses run late 34 
and children are exposed to the freezing temperatures for dangerous, 35 
extended amounts of time. This could be life threatening. 36 
 37 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 38 
 39 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect on July 1, 2019 the public welfare 40 
requiring it.  41 
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SB/18-1-8 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Kadince Ferguson, Anna Milan 
School: Three Oaks Middle School 
 

An act to give mothers paid maternity leave 
 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA youth and government: 1 
Mothers get four months max, paid maternity leave. 2 
 3 
Section 1: Terms in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, shall 4 
be defined as follows:  5 
A.) maternity- the period during pregnancy and just after birth 6 
B.) leave-a period of absence from work  before and after birth of birth of 7 
child 8 
C.) paid- money you would get monthly,even of the leave 9 
 10 
Section 2: This act will make sure mothers will get paid during time of 11 
with their baby. They will get paid for how long they need( it depends on 12 
the condition of the child). They will get paid there usual amount. 13 
 14 
Section 3: The purpose of this act is to help mothers financially during 15 
their time with their newborn. 16 
 17 
Section 4:The penalty for violating this law will be to pay the mother her 18 
pay to pay the mother her pay, $200 fine paid to mother from the 19 
company. 20 
 21 
Section 5:Funding for this bill will come from the employer's office, They 22 
would have to pay the mother anyway, so they should have enough 23 
funding. 24 
 25 
Section 6: All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 26 
repealed. 27 
 28 
Section 7: This act will take effect October 19,2018 29 
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SB/18-1-9 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Seth Daniels, Jackson Gonzalez, Ethan Houchens 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 

An act to  reduce or prevent Tennessee Police Officers death on 
the job, including gun fights 

 
Whereas, police officers put their lives on the line to protect Tennessee 1 
citizens each day and need adequate protection, therefore,  2 
  3 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature  4 
   5 
Section 1:  Terms used in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, 6 
shall be defined as follows: 7 
bulletproof vest, is an item of personal armor that helps absorb the 8 
impact and reduce or stop penetration to the body from firearm-fired 9 
projectiles- and shrapnel from explosions, and is worn on the torso. 10 
     11 
Section 2:  This act will require that police officers in Tennessee be 12 
provided with protection for their safety, such as the necessary weapons 13 
and bullet proof vests. 14 
     15 
Section 3:  It will cost around five millions dollars to provide all the police 16 
officers  in Tennessee with the necessary weapons such as: Glock 22’s, 17 
Bullet proof vests, Colt M4 Carbines, and Remington 870 Shotguns. The 18 
combined cost of all these weapons per officer will be around  two 19 
thousand, seven hundred and seventy five dollars  per officer who do not 20 
have this equipment.  21 
  22 
Section 4: This act will be funded by Tennessee Association Of Chiefs of 23 
Police and taxes. 24 
   25 
Section 5: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 26 
  27 
Section 6: This act shall go into effect immediately on  March First, Two 28 
Thousand Eighteen. 29 
 30 
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SB/18-1-10 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Camden Gill, John Houston Hollingsworth, Benjamin Jerding 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 
An Act to Decrease the Number of Days Allowed to Carry a Loaded 

Firearm  without a License. 
 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature 1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms used in this act, unless the content requires otherwise,  3 
shall be defined as follows: 4 
a) A firearm is a rifle, pistol, or other portable gun. 5 
 6 
Section 2: This Act will require people to acquire a legal firearm license 7 
within 30 days of purchasing a firearm. In order to obtain a license, you 8 
must pay the cost of the license and the background screening, while also 9 
passing the background screening. 10 
 11 
Section 3: This act will cost $100 for an eight year license. Lifetime 12 
licenses may cost somewhere between $300-$500. 13 
 14 
Section 4: This act will be funded by the money collected for licenses. 15 
 16 
Section 5: Presently one may  carry a firearm for a total of 60 days 17 
without a license. This will be decreased to 30 days for safety purposes.  18 
 19 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 20 
 21 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect on July 1, 2018 the public welfare 22 
requiring it. 23 
 24 
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SB/18-1-11 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Lane Evans, Drae Stafford, Kyle Stover, Jacob Rhines 
School: Northview Middle School 
 
An Act to Restrict Any Possession of an Open Alcoholic Container 

in a Vehicle in Motion 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE TENNESSEE YMCA YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT:  1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms in this act shall be defined as follows: 3 
Alcoholic Container: Open container laws prohibit the presence of any 4 
type of unsealed container that contains or contained an alcoholic 5 
beverage.  6 
DUI: Driving under influence, or commonly known as “drunk driving” 7 
Mandatory Minimum: A person convicted of a crime must be imprisoned 8 
for a minimum term, as opposed to leaving the length of punishment up 9 
to judges.  10 
Section 2: This act will not allow any use of an open alcoholic container in 11 
a moving vehicle. 12 
 13 
Section 3: This act will raise the minimum fine for a DUI of $350 to 500. 14 
 15 
Section 4: Failure to obey this act will result in Mandatory minimum of 48 16 
hours (7 days if blood alcohol concentration is .20% or higher) and $500 17 
for first offense. 18 
 19 
Section 5: This act will cost $0 20 
 21 
Section 6: All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 22 
repealed. 23 
 24 
Section 7:This act will not affect the alcoholic companies. 25 
 26 
Section 8: This act shall take effect immediately upon becoming a law. 27 
 28 
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SB/18-1-12 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Albert Bolden, Bryan Moore, Timothy Kellett, Traylin McClure 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 
An Act to Change The Ability to Own a Single Shot Rifle or Shotgun 

Without a Permit 
 
Whereas human life is  valuable and lives can be protected with stricter 1 
permit regulations, therefore: 2 
 3 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE 2018 TENNESSEE YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 4 
 5 
Section 1: Terms used in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, 6 
shall be defined as follows: 7 
A) Rifle: A gun fired from shoulder level that has a long spirally grooved 8 
barrel intended to make it have greater accuracy over a long distance. 9 
B) Shotgun: A shoulder-mounted firearm with one or two (or very 10 
occasionally more) smoothbore barrels through which is fired a charge of 11 
a small handful of tiny pellets 12 
 13 
Section 2: This act will require any person wishing to purchase a shotgun 14 
or rifle to complete a course in a shooting range. 15 
 16 
Section 3: These ranges would be present in cities with a population of 17 
over 100,000 people, adding another range for every 100,000 more 18 
people. In addition to this for every time a firearm store sells a weapon to 19 
someone without a permit, they will be fined $2,500. The tools needed 20 
are a shooting range, and 3 instructors per range. 21 
 22 
Section 4: This act will cost around 8 million dollars. 23 
 24 
Section 5: This act will be funded partly by the tax collected, the fines 25 
collected by the stores fined for selling a weapon illegally, and the fines 26 
for someone owning a weapon illegally. 27 
 28 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 29 
 30 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect January 15, 2019. 31 
 32 
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SB/18-2-12 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

Sponsors: Raneen Asad, Makaiya Battles, Abbey Willard, Brylee Williams 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 
An Act to amend House Bill 1840, also known as Senate Bill 1556 

to require therapists to treat all clients, regardless of race, 
religion, or sexuallity, opposite of the original House Bill 1840, 

which legally allows therapists to deny certain patients bas 
 
Whereas this act requires therapists to treat all clients without distinction, 1 
therefore including everyone regardless of race, religion, or sexuality 2 
 3 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature  4 
 5 
Section 1: terms in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, shall 6 
be defined as follows: 7 
Therapist: a person skilled in a particular kind of therapy. 8 
Race: each of the major divisions of humankind, having distinct physical 9 
characteristics.: "people of all races, colors, and creeds." 10 
Religion: the belief in and worship of a superhuman controlling power, 11 
especially a personal God or gods.: "ideas about the relationship between 12 
science and religion". 13 
Sexuallity: capacity for sexual feelings. 14 
Expenditure: the action of spending funds. 15 
 16 
Section 2: This act will require therapists to treat all patients, in spite of 17 
their cultural, religious, or sexual backgrounds. 18 
 19 
Section 3: This act will require no expenditure for the state. 20 
 21 
Section 4: This act will not require funding, however it will generate 22 
revenue for the state government, from the fines collected. 23 
 24 
Section 5:  If a therapist violates this act, the penalty will vary depending 25 
on the severity of the crime. Fines will range from 10,000 to 15,000 26 
dollars with their licences either being revoked or suspended.  27 
 28 
Section 6: All laws or parts of the law in conflict are hereby repealed. 29 
 30 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect on November 28th, 2018 the public 31 
welfare requiring it.  32 
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Section 5: This act will cost around 5 million dollars to implement it. In 32 
the first year, Tennessee will approximately receive around 20 million-25 33 
million dollars in return.  34 
 35 
Section 6: All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 36 
repealed. 37 
 38 
Section 7: This act shall take effect on January 1st, 2019.  39 
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Sponsors: Ellie Pritchett, Ava Ozment, Carly Reyes  
School: Three Oaks Middle School 
 

An Act To Install Timers On Traffic Lights To Decrease Drivers 
From Driving On A Red Light. 

 
BE ENACTED BY THE 2018 TENNESSEE YMCA YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT  1 
  2 
SECTION 1: Terms in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, shall 3 
be defined as follows:  4 
a) Timer- a small device that can be set to ring in a certain number of 5 
minutes, usually to remind you to do something. 6 
b) Traffic lights- a set of automatically operated colored lights, typically 7 
red,amber,and green for controlling traffic at road junctions and 8 
crosswalks.  9 
 10 
Section 2: This act will let drivers know how long they will have to slow 11 
down before a red light turns red.  12 
 13 
Section 3: The purpose of this act is to decrease the amount of tickets 14 
given by police officers for drivers running a red light and speeding up at 15 
a yellow light.  16 
 17 
Section 4: The penalty for violating this law will be  18 
1st offense- $50-$100 ticket (depending on circumstances)  19 
2nd offense- $150 ticket and driving school  20 
3rd offense- $300 ticket and suspended license for 6 months  21 
 22 
Section 5: Funding for this bill will come from federal funding and money 23 
from previous tickets given for running a red light and speeding up at a 24 
yellow light. 25 
 26 
section 6: All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 27 
repealed.  28 
 29 
Section 7: This effect will take effect January 2,2019. 30 
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Sponsors: Abbi Arnold, Allie Barker, Ella Bevis, Harper Burchfiel 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 
An act prohibit teacher’s verbal abuse in schools towards students 
 
Be it enacted by the Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature  1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms used in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, 3 
shall be defined as follows: 4 
a) Verbal Abuse is described as a negative statement told to the victim or 5 
about a victim, or by withholding any response, thereby defining the 6 
target as non-existent. 7 
b) Examples of verbal abuse are speaking to students in a disrespectful 8 
manner, using verbal abuse disguised as a joke, judging and or criticizing 9 
a student in front of others causing embarrassment or depression.  10 
 11 
Section 2: This act will require teachers being prohibited to talk to 12 
students in a less than respectful tone or manner. 13 
 14 
Section 3: More information if needed will be shown that if a teacher does 15 
act against this bill they will be fined to 500 dollars the first time, 1,000 16 
dollars the second time, and if these teacher’s actions continue to be 17 
problematic their jobs will be at risk.  18 
 19 
Section 4: This act will cost for cameras in each classroom to have visual 20 
evidence that a teacher verbally abused a student. Schools will also need 21 
to employ a consultant for when a verbal abuse incident does take place 22 
in a classroom so the victim can go to this mentor and report their 23 
problem. This consultant’s job will then be to look back on the camera’s 24 
recordings to see if an incident did take place in the classroom just as the 25 
student had claimed. If a student is caught making a false accusation 26 
about a teacher they will be subjected to detention for three days.  27 
 28 
Section 5: This act will be funded by the school boards in each county in 29 
the state of Tennessee. 30 
 31 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 32 
 33 
Section 7: This act shall go into effect on January 1, 2019 becoming a law 34 
with the public welfare requiring it. 35 
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Sponsors: Zoe Campbell, Peyton McDaniel 
School: Northview Middle School 
 

An Act to Raise the Grade Point Average of Students 
 
Be it enacted by the Tennessee YMCA Youth in Government: 1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms used in this act shall be defined as follows: 3 
A: Tennessee standards: what the state wants you to learn at certain 4 
time of the year 5 
B: GPA: the average grade of students (grade point average) 6 
 7 
Section 2: This act will, allow educators to teach all Tennessee standards 8 
to the pace of students. 9 
 10 
Section 3: Individual classes will move forward when everyone 11 
understands. Some classes will move forward faster, so they will be 12 
taught the next skill in the standards.Teachers will profess the standards 13 
to students but at different times of the year. This will help the students 14 
to be challenged, so the students under-grade will understand as well.  15 
 16 
Section 4: Tennessee standards may keep some students behind. Some 17 
children need to move on. 18 
 19 
Section 5: This act will cost, as much as it does now. We don’t need any 20 
new supplies teachers in order for this act.  21 
 22 
Section 6: All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act is hereby 23 
repealed. 24 
 25 
Section 7: This act should take effect on July 1st, 2018. 26 
 27 
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HB/18-1-11 

                                                                                                                           

 
 

 
Sponsors: Olivia Ozment, Caroline Dedmon, Caroline Buss  
School: Dyersburg Middle School 
 

An Act to Establish Mental Background Checks on Patients 
Purchasing Drugs 

 
Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature 1 
 2 
Section 1: Terms used in this act, unless the context requires otherwise, 3 
should be defined as follows: 4 
a mental background check is a test to verify that a patient is mentally 5 
stable and is allowed to get a certain amount of medicine without abusing it. 6 
by drugs we mean narcotics that a medical professional prescribes to a 7 
patient to ensure recovery.   8 
 9 
Section 2: This act will require patients to have mental backgrounds in 10 
case of depression or suicidal thoughts so they can’t overdose. 11 
 12 
Section 3: This act can be implemented without additional cost to the 13 
state because insurance companies would pay for the mental background 14 
check fully. People who don’t have insurance will pay full price.  People 15 
who have insurance will only pay for half of their prescribed medicine.  16 
 17 
Section 4: This act can be implemented without additional costs to the 18 
state of Tennessee, so no funding is needed. 19 
 20 
Section 5 : This act will take special precautions for and protect  those 21 
citizens who have a history of drug abuse, depression, and/or suicidal 22 
thoughts. 23 
 24 
Section 6: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 25 
 26 
Section 7: This shall go into effect on May 15, 2018. 27 
 28 
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HB/18-1-12 

                                            

Sponsors: Lilianna Nunez, Emma Davis, Braedyn Buckner 
Breeanna Brooks 
School: Dyersburg Middle School 

An act to amend the fine for TN 55-9-603 

Be it enacted by the 2018 Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature 1 
2 

Section 1: Terms used in this act, shall be defined as follows: 3 
A)  Seatbelt- A belt or scrap securing a person to prevent injury,4 
especially in a vehicle or aircraft. 5 
B) Fine- punishing someone by making them pay a sum of money,6 
typically as a penalty for breaking the law. 7 
C) Implement-put(a decision, plan, agreement, ect.)into effect8 
D) Revenue-income, especially when of a company or organization and of9 
a substantial nature. 10 

11 
Section 2: The act will require people to pay $50 for their first offence of 12 
driving without a seatbelt, $75 for the second offence, $100 for third 13 
offence and 2 hours in jail. The present fine is $15. This needs to be 14 
raised to be more of a deterrent. 15 

16 
Section 3: This act can be implemented at no additional cost to 17 
Tennessee, and may generate revenue for the state with the increased 18 
fines. 19 

20 
Section 4: All laws or parts of laws in conflict are hereby repealed. 21 

22 
Section 5: This act shall go into effect on April 19, 2018 the public welfare 23 
requiring it. 24 

25 
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