
   Tennessee YMCA Model United Nations 

       SECRETARY GENERAL’S WELCOME 
 

Hello Delegates!  
 

Welcome to our 42nd Tennessee CCE Model United Nations Conference. My name is 
Gauri Adarsh, and I am incredibly honored to serve as your Secretary General this year. On 
behalf of the secretariat, we are so happy to have you with us! My captivation and dedication 
for Model UN first emerged from how it commands us to create a new world view, one in which 
we as high-school students can become problem solvers, ambassadors, debaters, and 
passionate allies. If I can make you one promise, it is that coming out of this conference, you 
will find something that invokes passion and curiosity in you if you so look for it. You will find 
the desire to change something, whether it be large or small. By listening to your peers and 
taking part in the debates you will see play out in front of you, you will practice being an 
ambassador for a cause and defending your stance with powerful evidence and speech. In my 
time with you, I will try to help that mission as much as I possibly can.  

I’d like to briefly discuss my priorities in our four committees: SOCHUM, ECOFIN, DISEC, 
and SPECPOL: The Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian Committee (SOCHUM) looks at the 
shortcomings of human rights guarantees that all civilians should be promised. The world’s 
minorities are treated with compassion in this committee, as we deliberate how to oppose 
racial, sexual, and gender discrimination and how to assert the rights of refugees, indigenous 
communities, and human trafficking victims. I know that can be a lot, but I encourage our 
delegates to look at innovative solutions to solve these overwhelming walls of prejudice by 
specializing their approach and investing in resources to advance education, literacy rates, 
legal support, and more for these groups. During this conference, I would like to focus on 
gender equality and how the UN can establish protocol to help the advancement of women’s 
rights, especially with issues on reproductive rights, human trafficking, and domestic violence. 
With the extreme discrepancy we see in male versus female rights around the world, it is 
necessary to evaluate the system in which women are time and time again discriminated 
against. Additionally, I believe it necessary to look at indigenous groups and the lack of social 
services, control over development, and political representation they are given. Another topic, 
close to my heart, is the discussion of social reintegration for past offenders and the 
prevention of recidivism. Our prison systems are broken and overfilled, and I would love to see 
intelligent resolutions targeting the problem and offering employment or educational options 
for low-risk offenders. I ask SOCHUM delegates to take special notice of these topics, along 
with others that drive the path forward to a world with equality for all.  

The Economic and Financial Committee (ECOFIN) focuses on economic growth and 
development in a sustainable fashion. In this committee, I urge delegates to fully analyze the 
consequences of economic development and how best to combat them, so our humanity and 
our workers do not slip through the cracks while corporations and governments attempt to 
grow. Throughout history, we have observed a lack of empathy and ignorance to the people 
who need protection the most. I see this even now through the proliferation of child labor 



worldwide, with nearly 1 in 10 children being subjected to harmful workplaces which thereby 
impedes their education & physical and mental health. In that vein, we must discuss other 
factors making economic institutions unsustainable. It is integral to implement export 
diversification in commodity-based economies, especially in much of Africa, as we’ve observed 
this year how rising food and fuel prices have strongly impacted many African civilians. 
Furthermore, I encourage delegates to look at economic solutions to curb climate change, such 
as a carbon tax and financing sustainable land use, as it’s been shown that corporations are 
major contributors to greenhouse gas emissions.  

The Disarmament and Security Committee (DISEC) considers issues relating to 
international interventions with peace and disarmament efforts. We are living in one of the 
most globally tense times of modern history, observing conflict after conflict play out in front 
of us - in this committee, we can strategize on what could provide some aid. This year, I advise 
delegates to look at surveillance technology and how to combat its misuse in international 
security. Also, the arms trade must be looked at as we’ve seen that non-state actors are able 
to get access to WMDs (Weapons of Mass Destruction), making it easier to conduct acts of 
terrorism. I would also love to see some resolutions on the drug trade, specifically the 
changing of the drug trade after COVID-19 and how to infiltrate it.  

The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) is what I like to call our 
miscellaneous committee (other than its specialization on issues of colonization, of course). 
Anything from The Final Frontier to addressing the frontiers here on Earth is addressed here. 
One I’d really like to see a closer look at is terrorism and destabilization in much of the Sahel 
in Africa, which can be seen in Mali and Nigeria, as Islamic extremist groups such as Boko 
Haram and al-Shabaab have inflicted constant terrorism attacks on the region. Resolutions 
addressing the issue should take careful notice of the conflict and provide a solution that 
targets the many different factors at play. Additionally, this year, let’s look at neocolonialism, 
which is how many countries are exploiting weaker powers for economic gain. Last but most 
definitely not least, as we delve into the wonders of outer space, I challenge delegates to 
discuss how to best cooperate with their fellow nations.  

A last note: while these issues all focus on the big picture, the small puzzle pieces are 
what make up that picture. Present your idea with pride and confidence because we are here 
to listen to it! To say I’m excited to see the innovative, groundbreaking solutions we come up 
with is an understatement. Remember that the officers are always here to help you, and that 
this is a place in which you are free to brainstorm, create, and debate. You make the 
conference what it is with your brilliance and hard work, and I thank you all endlessly for that 
and for giving me the honor to work with you. Goodbye for now - we’ll see each other again in 
November!  
    
Warm wishes, 

Gauri Adarsh 

Secretary General 
Tennessee YMCA MUN 2022 
Conference B 


